Wandiligona Primarvy Schodews

Supervision of students by staff commences at 8.50 am and continues until 3.40 pm each da
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) Book Week

Book week is rapidly approaching and we will be organizing
activities for this celebration. The theme will @ooks that

s Australian children lovea This broadenthe opportunity for
dressups as isnclusiveof bodks and comics that our students
read. More details next week



Wandiligong Primary School New:

Homework Arrangements

Thanks to everyone who replied to our questionnaire. We appreciate that most families have been honest at
thoughts on the impact of homewor k on t hngparentaphmion
is helpful. This week we will begin the new homework prograife will need to trial this for a couple of months s
that we can have a chance to evaluate the success of this idea. It is possible tfeahs8@s®ay change their
minds e opting in or opting out and that will not be a problem. At the moment we do not have a current home
policy, however we need to have some solid results from this experience before starting writing a policy.

Parent letters about Learning goals

Atthebegi nning of the year we had interviews with
These interviews were organized to try to establish open lines of communication between home arthsshool.
weekwe will send home a lettand acopy of the goalghat wereset in term Xor your child We would like you to
make comments regarding your evenrsieggeptéw goats foottie reynainder of
the year if you believe that the original goals have been rdaclege not appropriatdf there is a real discrepancy
between parent and staff opinion we will need to sit down together for a chat to sort.thispmftlly this will be a
time efficient way for parents to provide information without the inconveriehan interviewPlease take this
opportunity to voice your .Thibisangnhstrategyamdave will bg wery mtereste
to see your responses.

Parent Surveys

Thank you to all families whtwook the time to fill ousurveys this yearWe had a reallhigh return responséam really
hopeful thathe survey comments will bether positivea new idea for improvemerr if there is anegative that it iswritten
as an explanation of what the problem or isspanidthen nost importantlywhat the solution could b&his way the survey
serves its intended purpgseéhich is to gather information for whole school improvement.

In the pasyearsreports, homework and communication have been priorities that concerned pamémtsindtely reports are
mandated by the departmetiterefore we &ave no real power to change anythivgch is frustrating for all concerned
Homework is also usually an issudopefully our newplan will work well andat lorg last homework wilhat apper as an
area for concerm the future. Finally communication is another area that we ey struggled to improve over the years.
Mostly because rone has ever offered up an idea that could be easily implemented which would really enhance home
communication effectively. In recent years Wave introduced emailinthe communitynoticeboard andhe earlyfirst term
parentteacher interviewd.will be reallyinterested to see if communication is rated as improved thisryessponse to those
changes

The results for these surveys take a while to be automatically scanned, collated and returned to the school eitherdhs a
copy of the handwritten comments statistical collatiorf the answers to the questions. Receiving the resultstobér
means that the year is almost gone before we retrés/aformation.Therefore if when doing the survey you had a thought
share please just come and talk to me now. That way if there is a way foweacdn make changes immediate&ly
alterndively make some plans farfuturemodification.

Hopefully we dondét oftaayeaoshareidend t f or a survey

Principal 6s meeting

At this meeting we discussed collaborative learning in school and between schools. We looked at theoriaw &tioticulum
and the use of digital technologies. The region has a new virtual learning coach and we will be the first lsehebt foom
her expertise. She will use polycom technology to talk to Wandiligong, Harrietville, Porepunkah and Tawoaobgeachers
simultaneously about the legalities and pitfalls to watch out for when beginning this work.

Our teachers will be absent periodically this term as they take the opportunity to visit other schools to learn about clas:
practice in other sclods. This is by far the best way for small school teachers to gather new ideas and see resources be
in different ways. They come away either feeling validated about their own practice or inspired to try new ideas.




School Access Issues

This week wehadto close off the front gates to prevent further accidents.

We have had several close catlad one actual accident where a parent was injured when she fell on the step:
| acknowledge that this is definitely not an ideal time to be closing pedeattass to the school. However, we
now can no longer wait for an idea funding to correct the problem. It has to be addressed now.

Please taka look and tell either Simongkcity or | or any staff membéhow you think this could be resolved

We hal already begun discussions with the Shire pridhéoaccident, however thismew urgent and what we do
needs to be a permanent solution not another stop gap measure. We will pass all ideas onto the Shire, howe
stress that we have to move quickligh this. | will be visiting the Shire on Monday afternoon to discuss this isst
further.

¥ TEACHER REPORTS Term 3 week3

2 Mrs Manning

Grade Prep/ 1

Over the last week the children have continued to explore rlgyonnplets. They have created lists of rhyming
words, read stories that use rhyme then practiced writing their own rhyming sentences.

We are all on the wall. | am smaller than them all. Eva
The sausages are in the hot, hot pot. The pot was hot. Joe
| sawthree fish in a tree. The fish could see me. Stella
Donét mop on Pop. I can mo
Stop! Don6t hop on Pop. Th
It is hot in the shop. The pot is in the shop. Bailey

As the weather has not been the best for verguwutside for sport, the children have enjoyed reading to the old
children.

e shop. Tadhg
S mop on Pop. Z

In Maths we have been focusing on subtraction and grid references. The children had a lot of fun with the gr
carpet and were able to use an alphanumeric grid to fhlaneselves in the correct square.
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Grade 2/3

Our focus for the 2/3s has been on division and recognizing the different symbols that are used such + and
division symbol.

On Wednesdayo6s the chil dr eorlearmwabbuhpostchrds. TRay erpté th esachlother
the class and | posted their postcards. We are all keenly waiting for our postcards to arrive back at school. T
activity is to write to a friend or relative beyond the school gate. Your chilbwiisking you for the address of th
person who they have selected to write to. They will need to bring that address to school this Wednesday.



Our focus for the 2/3s has been on division and recognizing the different symbols that are used such sharid
division symbol.

On Wednesdayods the children with the Prep/1ls hav
the class and | posted their postcards. We are all keenly waiting for our postcards to arrive back at school. T
activity is to write to a friend or relative beyond the school gate. Your child will be asking you for the address
person who they have selected to write to. They will need to bring that address to school this Wednesday.
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Teachers Making a Difference Mrs Reld Tel’m 3 Week3

Grade 2/3

This week in writing we continued our focus on explanations. Students focused on the text structure and tha
signals time e.g. then, next, several months later. In reading we looked at the©ofng AT OET T OOOA
AT A AT 1T OOAOGO xEOEET AT A AAOxAAT OA@0O86 /T A xAU O
things are alike or different. This understanding deepens their comprehension. Comparing and contrasting te
assists he reader by engaging them in critical thinking. Comparing involves highlighting similarities and

differences. Contrasting focuses only on differences. Exposure to various texts along with discussion is the k

way to use this strategy to improve comprefmson.

Grade 4/5/6

In writing this week studentsontinued planning their explanation. Students used two different planners, one a
cycle and the other a linear. It has been wonderful to see students picking out information from large texts ar
wording it to suit their own explanation. In maths we continued looking at patterns, in particular the rule that
could describe it. This week | am planning to do knitting as an example of real life patterns. If any parents ha
spare wool or knitting nedds to donate to this activity it would be much appreciated.

This week a round of applause goes to :
Jess Brewster for volunteering to revamp the school website

John Obryen for his work in costing and p  urchasing our new laptops and iP ads.

X X X °

Simon and Felicity who have been busy looking at the grounds in preparation for planning for

future grounds work.

X The Shire for visiting and discussing the front access at the school. Once again Felicity and
Simon for participating in these discussions

X Mark Chambers for supervising softball on Monday night freeing up staff for a meeting  and for
fetching the softball off the roof

X Rainer Gatz for staining the stadium seats. | think | missed this acknowledgment after the
holidays

X Simon Lodge for the plumbing inves tigations relating to the COLA flooding situation at the rear

of the school

X Thank you)



E-SMART NEWS
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School eLearning Vision

Staff will feel spported and encouraged to provide appropriate stimulating and challengemyming experiences and opportunities. Us
exemplary and innovative teaching practices t o enhrmthefduree a
viability of Wandiligong as a learning campus for the future.

As we are introducing digital technologies and Alex has already begun using scratch, Anna is working on
implementing Google classrooms and Nicole is introducing geocaching we need new pongnt ASAP.

WE are currently in the process of purchasing new iPads and laptops courtesy of John Obryen. This means
we will have 12 iPads for classroom usel8ptops and then of course th4 desk tops that John keeps ufo-
date and in working order. Heis also currently working on replacing our whiteboard projectors and our
phone system. He is such a valued member of our stadihd | am sure that few people know how much work
he does for us to save us money. Alongth this work he is our soundingboard and general advisor as we
move along this digital adventure.

My greatest concern at the moment is how we continue to fund éhcontinued expenditure orhardware as
demand from the classroom increases.

Building works

As you all know we are wrking on the balustrade/ verandah repairs, he COLAflooding problem and the
traffic and pedestrianaccess issue

I know that sounds like a huge agendahowever opportunity only knocks once Therefore while there is an
opportunity to achieve funding forimprovements it is important to apply. Over the weekend | beganthe
processes of applying for a shadergnt for the sandpit, chess area There was quite a tight time line for this
funding, however we managed to meetthe deadline. Hopefully we will be successful.

At the moment there are alsohuge grants availablethat would enable us to modify the portable toprovide
teaching spaces withline of vision from the classroom. hiswould be a huge assetenabling usto work one
to one with student while still complying with the new child safety laws. Modifying the portable would also
enable us to address theproblem of no insulation in this building at the same timeas we built the extension.
We will need to have a talk about this one and makeome preliminary sketches of what would work for us.
We have a couplef weeks beforeapplications close

GA 5
= Reminder that Kristie usually works on a Tuesday and Thursday.

This week her days will actually be Tuesday and Wednesday
Notes and forms are to be posted inthemmil ot i n Kr

door if she is not at work.
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Student: Kaitlyn Walker Year3 Sy

In Science® LJ NIi fuhit oit Eaih andkSpattestudents created a model of the sun eart
and moon. Kitlyn has drawn a diagram of her model and explained how often the earth thoi
sun & ¢SEtf & LINPGARAYI AYF2NXFIFOGA2Y Fo2dzi
Well done Kaitlyn
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